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Historical maps in Africa

Overview & features of historical maps
Where can you find historical maps in Africa?
e Digitisinghistorical maps:
o Georeferencing maps
o Digitising map features
o Verifying apparent features
® |ssues:
o Difficulties in georeferencing

o Difficulties of scale
o Problems with the maps themselves: inherent bias and inaccuracy

e Butalso:successes!



What's on a historical map?




ANGLOD - BGYPTIAN SUDAYN ‘

| AFRICA . 1: 250,000, EL FASHER ; I\»n KT 644 I

AF RICA.HI—;;(_)MSHEET 54-1

i

E  Ed e e S E : \_*., o p y -g{;-._\"
Points fixed by triangulatiomonr by astm-cad.o means. | =;.__~‘;7;r-_-‘~:| =
Intersected points -~ o ~_.;:;':‘1:1
Points fixed by /atitude or by !at/f.ude and ezimuth. 1 i I vy d 570 ]
- E O i e XA
Heights in metres above sea level. Trlg orspmrt.levelhng __1oob ws,) B k L e R b l |
OU‘IGPS LTINS e ~1000 " ST A \ 1
Contours & form lines at intervals of 50 metres. . @ heet is based orn the Darfur
ool gt = Sew inin et 't,on(/9/7) Own/an(lS/S) Beyce
| Small t PRAETS < H 5’
Loculibive £ .m e R e he POUdEn Surv ept.,and from
PR e R SRR Tt 1 ol. Saville, Mgj.Bovstead, Capts.
Tibal nantes P RSB SRI N K A 19 Messrs.Mac Michael, Gillan,
Jebel (Mountain orh://‘ < B N L S (R SR e . AULIYA 'nd’son: Keen

Deserted w/lfges

Antiqurties. ........ =2 e B s s GE»‘;:Q r 19 3 7
Temporary w/lages = TR NO e P W




Where to find historical maps




Digital collections (often in University libraries)
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Physical collections (heed to be scanned)
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Georeferencing
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Entering known gmrdinates

@ Enter Map Coordinates

Enter X and Y coordinates (DMS (dd mm ss.ss), DD (dd.dd) or projected coordinates
(mmmm.mm)) which correspond with the selected point on the image. Alternatively,
click the button with icon of a pencil and then click a corresponding point on map
canvas of QGIS to fill in coordinates of that point.

X | East 24 15| Y / North 14

Automatically hide georeferencer window

/7 From Map Canvas Cancel




Georeferencing from

natural features
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Digitisation & Verification
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But despite the pessimism:

e Muchofthisinformationis otherwise unretrievable
o E.g.very little survey or excavation in Darfur... ever!
o And some sites will have been destroyed since historical maps’ creation, although
MAEASaM is still deciding how to deal with sites that can’t be verified through Google
Earth

e With older historical maps, some sites can be fairly old even if described
as more-or-less current at the time (thisdepends however...)

e Many map series = much easier to work with than 1:250,000 Sudan
series - we started with a bit of a low point!

As Renier will show, when you use a comparatively “good” series, a lot of useful
information can be generated!



Thank you for listening

Please save any questions until

after Renier’s part of the
presentation




