
Sudan, one of Africa's largest countries, is rich in historical and cultural heritage, yet much of its archaeological record remains undocumented. Despite numerous 

excavations across the region, there is a significant gap in the systematic documentation and surveying of many areas. This lack of comprehensive data has left vast 

regions of Sudan's archaeological landscape unexplored and under-represented.

Working with Legacy Data and Remote 

Sensing in Sudan
Tohamy Abulgasim

To build a robust legacy data repository for Sudan, a 

strategic and phased approach is essential. Starting 

small, by selecting a specific area or region, allows for 

a focused and thorough mapping of sites. This 

methodology ensures accuracy and 

comprehensiveness in documentation, forming a solid 

foundation upon which further data can be added as 

the project expands to cover larger areas.

Remote sensing technologies, when integrated 

with traditional excavation methods, offer a 

powerful toolset for overcoming the challenges 

above. By applying these technologies, we can 

enhance the identification, mapping, and 

documentation of archaeological sites, filling the 

gaps left by previous surveys and creating detailed 

and accessible databases for Sudan.

To explore more of the project, 

check out our website at 

maeasam.org or sign up for our 

newsletter using this QR code:

After gathering the legacy data or finishing a survey, we use a very comprehensive Excel spreadsheet for 

our final documentation. The purpose of this spreadsheet is to provide every detail about the 

archaeological sites, including: the site summary, environmental aspects, research history, location, 

published information, site description, chronology, site condition, threat assessment and geometry. The 

geometry in particular is an extremely important section in which we provide accurate site coordinates.
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Right: Overview of how 

MAEASaM has worked with 

historical maps for Darfur and 

Kordofan. Created by Ed Burnett.

Over 1,000 sites were documented by Tohamy Abulgasim 

and colleague Ed Burnett. Some were documented along 

the Nile taken from D. Edwards and A. Osman’s survey in 

the Mahas area, and some from I. Musa’s survey in Darfur.

We started remote sensing in Kordofan and 

Darfur region first. The area is very rich in 

archaeology that has never been excavated or 

documented. MAEASaM has documented 

thousands of sites to date, started by MAEASaM 

researchers Ed Burnett and Elias Michaut.
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